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One Million Words of Terror  It began with Clan Novel: Toreador.This book, Clan Novel: Assamite, is

the eighth of a 13-book series concerning the Kindred the hugest event ever in the World of

Darkness.From small details to grand spectacles, this epic series of over one million words reveals

the secrets of this hidden world through the eyes of individuals on both sides of a great conflict. The

continued existence of all Kindred, from the youngest neonate to the eldest Methuselah, hangs in

the balance.  Honor Among Thieves  Fatima has watched as her former lover Lucita has carried out

a number of high-profile assassinations, claiming to be the premier assassin among the Kindred.

Not to be out-done, Fatima sets her sights even higher. Her dread gaze falls upon a Cardinal of the

Sabbat, Moncada Lucitas sire.
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The good people at White Wolf seem to have developed a sort of fascination with the Assamites (go

and look at the number of entries Assamite characters get in CHILDREN OF THE NIGHT if you

don't believe me). Unfortunately, I'm one of those who has never found the Assamites all that

appealing. If that isn't your problem, tho, there's a lot in this book to like. It takes you inside the

Assamite headquarters of Alamut, for example, and gives you a good sense of the secret workings

of the clan and their internal politics.This book is more scattered in its focus than Fleming's CLAN

NOVEL: GANGREL but less so than his CLAN NOVEL: VENTRUE. There is a strong central



character- the Assamite elder, Fatimah. She shares the stage with other Assamite characters but,

more importantly, with the Lasombra Lucita and Lucita's sire Cardinal Moncada. My problem is that I

couldn't really find anyone to like in this story. Fatimah seemed stiff and humorless. I generally like

the Lasombra (which makes this book especially hard to enjoy for a number of reasons) but I've

never gotten Lucita's appeal and she seems to have even fewer redeeming qualities here than

usual. Moncada did have the virtue of being truly creepy but loving to hate someone can only do so

much.In short, this really wasn't the book for me and I was relieved to get to CLAN NOVEL:

RAVNOS after this. Still, if you click with these characters better than I did, then, yes, I would say

that this book does tell a story that stands alone- although not as much as GANGREL does- and

can be read apart from the rest of the series.But don't do that.
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